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monwealth, and all abuses and iniquities would
surely pass away. Thus, in a pageant played at
Geneva in the year 1523, the world was repre-
sented as a sick man at the end of his wits for help,
to whom his doctor recommends Lutheran specifics.1
The Reformers themselves had set their affec-
tions in a different world, and professed to look
for the finished result of their endeavours on the
other side of death. They took no interest in
politics as such ; they even condemned political
action as Antichristian: notably, Luther in the
case of the Peasants* War. And yet, as the
purely religious question was inseparably compli-
cated with political difficulties, and they had to
make opposition, from day to day, against princi-
palities and powers, they were led, one after
another, and again and again, to leave the sphere
which was more strictly their own, and meddle,
for good and evil, with the affairs of State. Not
much was to be expected from interference in
such a spirit. Whenever a minister found him-
self galled or hindered, he would be inclined to
suppose some contravention of the Bible. When-
ever Christian liberty was restrained (and Chris-
tian liberty for each individual would be about
coextensive with what he wished to do), it was
obvious that the State was Antichristian. The

1 Gaberel's Etfist de Genfrve, I 88.